[Diagnosis of minimal breast cancer by diagnostic hormonal treatment].
After diagnostic hormonal treatment of 129 patients, 11 (8.5%) were revealed to have breast cancer. The diagnostic accuracy in the case of a lesion of less than 1.0 cm in diameter was 11.8% for palpation, 18.2% for mammography, 33.3% for ultrasonography; the accuracy of this method is 66.6%. Minimal breast cancer was present in eight out of nine cases. Thus, diagnostic hormonal treatment was found to be useful in the diagnosis of minimal breast cancer that coexists with mastopathy.